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The Arabic musical heritage 1n Molucca can be found n Ronggomoni village, disctrict of
Central Molucca with their Alaka percussion ensemble using gambus, an Arabic lute; together
with suling, a bamboo end-blown flute; kentongan, bamboo slit drums; rapa’i, Arabic tambourings:
maracas, and harmonika.

The 16th century Portuguese expertise in navigation, ship building and weaponry allowed
them to make adventurous expeditions of exploration. They were the first Europeans ©

reach the islands of Indonesia, particularly the Molucca Islands, where their quest ©

dominate the so | | '
source of the lucrative spice trade and Catholicism missionary efforts, saw the
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